pleasure in governing ana oeing governed.
" Dr. Goldsmith is one of the first men we now have as an authour, and he is a very worthy man too. He has been loose in his principles, but he ia coming right."
I mentioned Mallet's tragedy of " ELVIRA," which had been acted the preceding winter at Drury-lane, and that the Honourable Andrew Erskine, Mr. Dempster, and myself, had joined in writing a pamphlet, entitled, " Critical Strictures " against it.1 That the mildness of Dempster's dis-
Froin that time, though the spirit was very solemnly required to manifest its existence by appearance, by impression onthe hand or body of any present, by scratches, knocks; or any other agency, no evidences of any .preternatural, power was exhibited.
"The spirit was then very seriously advertised that the person to whom the promise was made of striking the coffin, was then about to visit the vault, and that the performance of the promise was then claimed. The company at one o'clock went into the church, and the gentleman to whom the promise was made, went with another into the vault. The spirit was solemnly required to perform its promise, but nothing more than silence ensued: the person supposed to be accused by the spirit, then went down with several others, but no effect was perceived. Upon their return they examined the girl, but could draw no confession from her. Between two and three she desired and was permitted to go home with her father.
" It is, therefore, the opinion of the whole assembly, that the child has some art of making or counterfeiting a particular noise, and that there is no agency of any higher cause."
1 The Critical Review* in which Mallet himself some.
